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rapidity that the Philippine Government is now under the immediate 
control of the Filipinos, and the ultimate success of America's experi- 
ment in nation culture depends upon the wisdom and ability of the 
Filipinos, instead of the Americans. If they succeed, "it will justify 
the faith in the inherent capacity of the natives upon which our Philip- 
pine policy is based, and redound to the honor of the United States 
and to the credit of the men who laid the foundation upon which the 
present structure rests." 

I shall close this review by quoting the following paragraph from 
the preface of the author to the second volume: 

I believe that the assumption of control over the Philippines could not honor- 
ably have been avoided without a shrinking from responsibility which would have 
been unworthy of a great and self-respecting nation. Its responsibilities have 
been borne without reward or hope of reward, other than that which comes from 
the faithful performance of gratuitous service for others. The United States is a 
greater and a nobler nation for having lifted the Filipinos out of the slough in 
which they were floundering and placed them well on the road toward nationality. 

Antonio M. Opisso. 



America's Case against Germany. By Lindsay Rogers. New York: 
E. P. Dutton Co. 1917. pp. xv + 264. $1.50 net. 

In a compact volume consisting of a very useful bibliographical 
note, twelve brief and clear chapters, an appendix containing Presi- 
dent Wilson's speech asking for recognition of the existence of a state 
of war, a list of German outrages on American ships and lives, and a 
sufficient index, Professor Rogers has presented the legal — and inci- 
dentally the moral — case of the United States against Germany. 

The book is intended for the general reader. It gives an account 
as nearly as possible chronological, with explanations and interpre- 
tations, of the illegal acts of Germany and the consequent diplomatic 
controversies which ultimately left to the United States no alternative 
but to resort to arms in defense of American rights and the rights of 
all peoples. Untechnical, concise, and precise, it is easy reading and 
should serve admirably the purpose for which the author intended it: 
to contribute to the understanding of "the primary and indispensable 
part of America's case . . . which should be had by every intelligent 
citizen." It deals with practically all of the major points which have 
been at issue, many of them of course not exhaustively, but all clearly. 
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Though obviously not intended for technical use, the very character- 
istics which recommend it for the purposes of the lay reader give it a 
value for the jurist or the student of international law: it epitomizes; 
it states facts, cases, and arguments, briefly and clearly. 

Professor Rogers has been especially successful in convicting the 
German Government, from the evidence and admission of its own 
statements, of the violation and disregard of law with which it has 
been charged. 

There are points at which and features in respect to which it will 
occur to probably every reader familiar with the materials that a 
somewhat fuller treatment and some modifications of method might 
have been made. Greater uniformity in the matter of giving dates, 
and the inclusion of footnote references to diplomatic documents and 
others — with perhaps a compendium of the most important — would 
be useful. But, as regards choice and statements of fact, and inter- 
pretation and argument, the author has been conspicuously sound. 
He has not attempted to pass judgment on the policies or decisions 
of the American Government. One of the nearest approaches appears 
in the statement: "The pretense of armed neutrality was anomalous 
and inadequate;" but he shows how the administration itself soon 
realized this to be the case. Whatever diversity of opinion men held 
as to whether the United States was tardy in entering the war, — be- 
fore at last it did enter, "the issue had been made translucently clear." 
If there are still any to whom the case of the United States against 
Germany is not thus absolutely and supertranslucently clear, to 
such in particular Professor Rogers's presentation of the case may be 

recommended. „ , T 

Stanley K. Hornbeck. 

Los Extranjeros en Venezuela. By Dr. D. Sim6n Planas Suarez. 
2d ed., Lisbon: Centro Tipografico Colonial. 1917. pp. 368. 

The first edition of this book was published at Caracas in 1905. 
This is much more than a reprint. The author says that changes 
in legislation had caused him to decide to revise and complete the 
work, adapt it to the laws now in force, and add portions needed to 
make it useful and practical. He considers it a patriotic service to 
explain to foreigners the liberal treatment offered by Venezuela, which 
country, he says, is destined to occupy a prominent place in future 
migratory movement because of its geographical position, its natural 



